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Holiday fun for the whole family! 
—by Elementary Principal Kristin Musselman 

 

Special holiday event with Santa and Alan St. Jean 

 On December 16, 2019 

from 5:00-6:30pm, Tyrone 

Area Elementary School  

students and families are 

invited to attend a special 

evening event with our 

visiting author, Alan St. Jean 

and special guest, Santa Claus.  

 On this evening, Mr. St. 

Jean will share with guests his journey to becoming an 

author and how the writing process, while daunting at 

times, has led him to write and publish a variety of 

books for children and adults. Throughout his 

presentation, Alan St. Jean will remind children that it 

is important to always keep trying and to include a 

little piece of heart within their writing.  

 In addition to the author presentation, children 

are invited to talk with Santa Claus and join him for 

milk and cookies. Children can also take part in 

various games, activities and crafts that will allow 

them to get in the holiday spirit! 

 

Tyrone Elementary Schedule 

12/02 Buck Day: No School 
No PreK3/K4 
Daycare Closed 

12/23 
through 
12/31 

Christmas Vacation: 
No School 
No PreK3/K4 

01/01 New Year’s Day Holiday: 
No School 
No PreK3/K4 
Daycare Closed 

 

TASD Daycare Schedule 

12/23 Daycare Open: 
Sign-up Required 

12/24 & 
12/25 

Daycare Closed 

12/26, 
12/27 & 
12/29 

Daycare Open:  
Sign-up Required 

12/31 & 
01/01 

Daycare Closed 

Tyrone Elementary 

appreciates the 

generosity of 

Walmart for 

donating this 

beautiful tree to 

decorate our school! 



First Grade Fun! 
—by Mrs. Ciampoli 

What’s happening in first grade? The hallway has 
been filled with writings and crafts that have to do with 
America!  Veteran’s Day, the bald eagle, the Liberty Bell, 
and the Statue of Liberty were popular symbols this 
month.   

All the first-grade classes studied a PA wild 
animal-the owl.  Each class learned facts about this 
creature, watched an owl produce an owl pellet (eeeew), 
and got to get scientific by dissecting an owl pellet with a 
partner.  After dissecting the pellet each child used a 
chart to distinguish what exactly the owl ate. Parents 
were invited to come in and help with this memorable 
learning experience!  Thank you again to all guests and 
parents that made this happen! 

A Season of Thankfulness 
—by Mrs. Snider, Daycare teacher 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fall is such a beautiful season. It’s 

been full of color, fun, and lots of 

learning. Our daycare students at 

Tyrone Elementary have enjoyed 

learning about farm life and all the 

animals, fruits, and vegetables that 

grow on a farm. Leaf painting was 

one of our fall favorite activities. 

Halloween brought out some great 

dance moves as we danced to the 

Monster Mash. As Thanksgiving 

quickly approaches, we will travel 

back in time to learn about the first 

Thanksgiving. We will learn how 

much we have to be thankful for, 

just as the Pilgrims and Native 

Americans once did a long, long 

time ago! 



 

Kindergarten is Cool  —by Mrs. Amy Elder 

Kindergarten was very busy this month! We kicked off 
November with “Pumpkin Rotations,” where students paired 
up with another class and participated in pumpkin themed 
songs, snacks, an obstacle course, and STEM activity. It was a 
lot of fun! Writer’s Workshop is up and running. The students 
are sharing a lot of incredible stories about experiences 
they’ve had. In math, we are working in small groups with 
numbers 0-10, 2D and 3D shapes, and beyond! In Science, we have been learning 
about farms. In Social Studies, we’ve been talking about Election Day, Veteran’s 
Day, Thanksgiving, and being grateful for the important people in our lives. Thank 
you to all who were able to attend November conferences! It was wonderful to 
see everyone and share the amazing things your children are doing in 
Kindergarten! 

Counselor’s Corner 
—by Mrs. Eaken, Mrs. Gertz and Ms. Parker 

W 
ith the holiday season upon us, this month 

students are being reminded of what it means to 

be thankful and how to express gratitude. 

Through various activities, students have been 

asked to identify what they are thankful for and why they are 

thankful for it. Kindergarten focused on identifying what they 

were thankful for through a coloring sheet and verbalizing their 

reasons why to Mrs. Gertz as she monitored the classroom. First 

grade participated in a read aloud with Miss Parker and then 

created ‘thank you’ cards for people they are thankful for such as 

their friends, family, teachers, and even the school counselor! 

Second grade broke into groups based on categories and 

discussed why they were thankful for the items in the category 

that they chose. Third grade wrote what they were thankful for 

on cards and then worked together to build gratitude towers 

using their cards with Mrs. Eaken. Lastly, fourth grade played a 

gratitude game where teams had to identify why they were thankful for things that we often 

do not think about being thankful for such as garbage, math, and vegetables in addition to 

family, friends, and teachers. Please help us continue to encourage our students to express 

gratitude at home by reminding them to say thank you!  



Exploring Art  

— by Mr. Fernandes, Elementary Art Teacher 
 

Elementary Art students at Tyrone use our classroom as a flying ship of 
the imagination, finding strange places and creatures that help us to 
learn about art. 
 
Soon, Kindergarten students will find parts of a broken metal person in 
a jungle.  Together, we imagine collecting and trying to assemble the 
pieces.  Students study human skeletal structure to help them under-
stand the shape of a person and why we move the way we do. 
Students create an artwork out of paper rectangles showing the skeletal 
structure of a person. 
 
When finished, students often observe that their work looks a lot like a 
robot, so we add imaginative robot details. 
  
Be sure to check out our Elementary Art website for more pictures, project information, and resources. 
https://sites.google.com/tasd.us/taes-art/ 

Thanksgiving Projects —by the Second Grade Team 

 

During the month of November, the 

second graders were busy creating 

Thanksgiving related projects with 

the help of their families.  Some 

classes decorated a turkey feather 

that stated what they were thankful 

for.  Many students were grateful 

for their family, friends, home, 

school, teachers, country, and 

health.  Other classes disguised tur-

keys by making them look like 

something different.  The second 

graders came up with some very 

clever and creative ideas.  Both pro-

jects were displayed in the second 

grade hallway for all of our visitors 

to read and enjoy during Fall confer-

ences.  Be sure to check out the pic-

tures to see a few examples of our 

projects! 

 



Fourth Grade is Fabulous 
—by Miss Wiesner and Miss Viola, Penn State student teachers 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
This year, fourth graders are lucky enough to have brand new Chromebooks! Each student 

has been able to use their own Chromebook throughout the day for various lessons.  The 
computers have many unique features like touch screen, talk-to-text, and webcams.  

In the morning, students do a variety of activities on their Chromebooks such as improving 
their typing skills, reading and analyzing articles, or completing work from the previous day. During 
ELA time, fourth graders may read articles using websites like Newsela. They have been learning 
how to annotate sources and use evidence to support their answers. In guided reading, students 
use their Chromebooks to access websites like Bookflix—an animated reading website that lets 
students see stories come to life and iReady—a program that works to increase fluency in reading.  

Fourth graders use Prodigy, a program that allows students to improve their math fluency 
skills by playing games in a virtual world where the more questions you answer correctly, the more 
points and prizes you receive. The students love it and will often ask to log on during their flex time 
slot!  
 In science, fourth graders have been conducting research on animal adaptations and 
electricity.  With inspiration from the show “Shark Tank,” the students completed a fun group project 
where they were tasked with making a product to help with survival for an animal that would be 
moving outside of their normal habitat.  Complete with judges to see the final projects, this activity 
was a great opportunity to showcase their organization skills and imaginations while working 
together collaboratively with their classmates! 
 

Preschool Excitement  — by Ms. Hommer, PreK4 teacher 

 

There has been a lot of colorful excitement in Pre-
school during the month of November!  We have 
been focusing on the author and illustrator Eric 
Carle. We learned that we can also be authors 
AND illustrators just like Eric Carle, by making a 
class book modeled after his book, The Very Quiet 
Cricket. We have spent time reading one of his 
most famous books, The Very Hungry Caterpillar 
and learning about the butterfly lifecycle. It was 
also really cool to learn that Eric Carle makes his 
own textured tissue paper with paint for his illus-
trations. We ended the month with a rotation day 
incorporating all of his books with math, literacy, 
and art skills! 



Third Grade Digs Deeper 

-submitted by the 3rd grade team 

Students in our third grade classrooms 
excitedly began explorations in the field of 
earth sciences.   By digging into concepts 
and ideas with engaging experiments and 
experiences, they will gain a deeper un-
derstanding of the relationships that exist 
between weather and climate, rocks and 
minerals, and landforms.  In the pictures 
you can see some of our third graders 
hard at work observing the properties of 
rocks, as well as creating a storm-
spotter’s guide to predict weather based 
on cloud type and formation.   

PTO Shout-outs —by Mrs. Garda 

 
The PTO sends a thank you out to our fundraiser 

volunteers who graciously gave their time to get all the 
goodies sorted and ready for parents to pick up.   Also, 

thanks is sent out to the volunteers (adults and 
students) who helped to repaint the playground 

blacktop activities.  Everything looks wonderful and will 
be enjoyed by our students!  

 
Tyrone Elementary students enjoyed a popsicle treat as 
a thank you from the PTO for reaching the first marking 

period box top collection goal!  Congratulations 
everyone and start submitting for the second marking 
period (scans and clips)—more details will follow on 

this contest! 
 

Upcoming events include Popcorn Friday (12/06) and 
PTO Meeting (12/10, 3:30PM). 



Holiday Reading 

Happy Holidays from  

the TAES Reading Team! 
 
 The holidays can  be a 

very special time to spend some time together as a family.  One great way to spend 
time together is with a special holiday story or book.  Reading over the holidays will 
also help your child retain all of the progress that he or she has made so far this year.   
Here are some ideas to make holiday reading fit in with this busy time of year, while 
possibly creating some new holiday traditions. 
 
• Make holiday reading a nightly surprise!  Books are a gift that just keep giving.  Wrap up some 

holiday books that you may already own,  borrow from the library or purchase new.  Each night, your 
child can select one of the wrapped books  for a nightly surprise and bedtime story.  

 
• When it's time for holiday baking, ask your child to read the directions aloud to you. While the 

cookies are in the oven, read a short book together. 
 
• Help your child make his or her own holiday gifts for family and friends by following the directions in 

a how-to-book. 
 
• When you receive holiday cards in the mail, have your child read them.  Then let them write a 

message in any outgoing cards. 
 
• Set aside time for kids to "show off" their reading skills to visiting relatives. Children love being the 

focus of attention, and grandparents are usually more than willing to see their progress. 
 
• Make special holiday readings a tradition. Find a special book for the whole family to enjoy.  Have 

each member of the family read from it at the same time each year. 
 
• Find books that focus on an interest your child has or to accompany a gift.  For example if they ask 

for a bike, find a book that includes a  bicycle adventure. There are books out there to suit every 
interest!! 

 
• Check out some of the holiday reading suggestions from the TAES Reading Team teachers for some 

great ideas for special holiday reading.   
 



The Reading Team’s Top 10 Favorite Holiday Stories : 

While you spend time enjoying the holiday season,                                    

the reading team teachers have recommended 

some of their favorite holiday books that will be 

sure to bring some holiday spirit to your home!   

Many are even available for free at the Tyrone-

Snyder Public Library. 

1. Snowmen at Christmas 

 by Carolyn Buehler ** 

2. The Polar Express  
 by Chris Van Allsburg  ** 
 
3. Auntie Claus  
 by Elise Primavera  ** 
 
4.  Night Tree  
 by Eve Bunting ** 
 
5. I’ve Seen Santa  
 by David Bedford 
 
6.  The Gift of Christmas  
 by Christine Leeson 
 
7.  A Creature was Stirring  
 by Carter Goodrich 
 
8.   How the Grinch Stole Christmas  
 by Dr. Seuss ** 
 
9.  The Night Before Christmas  
 by Clement Clarke Moore  ** 
 
10.  A Charlie Brown Christmas  
 by Charles M. Schulz  ** 

 
** Denotes books that are available at the  

Tyrone-Snyder Public Library. 




